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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 

of  the  Dewsbury  Town  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  progress  of  the  Borough  during 
the  year  1907. 

You  will  notice  that  the  birth  rate  throughout  the  country  is 
low,  and  that  the  rate  in  Dewsbury  lias  diminished  to  a greater 
extent  than  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Our  death  rate  shows  only  a very  slight  diminution. 

Our  zymotic  death  rate  is  eminently  satisfactory.  Like  the 
whole  of  the  country  our  infantile  mortality  has  decreased. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  }^ear  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
isolation  in  hospital  of  cases  of  diphtheria. 

You  have  adopted  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and 
decided  to  appoint  a Lady  Health  Visitor,  and  whomever  appointed 
should  carry  out  a very  useful  work. 

You  have  given  careful  consideration  to  my  report  on  “Con- 
sumption,” and  decided  to  adopt  a system  of  voluntary  notification 
of  the  disease,  and  in  my  next  Annual  Report  I expect  to  report  to 
you  the  result  of  the  measure. 

The  medical  inspection  of  school  children  will  in  future  play  an 
important  part  in  the  curriculum,  and  should  do  much,  if  properly 
carried  out,  for  the  general  well  being  of  the  nation. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  O.  HALLIWELL. 


February  10  th,  1908. 
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Morouqh  of 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1907. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1907. 


Estimated  mean  population  ...  ...  ...  27,118 

Area  in  acres  (excluding  inland  water)  ...  ...  1,435 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  21*83 

Nett  death  rate  at  all  ages  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  18T4 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  158 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*008 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  nett  deaths  ...  ...  100 

Estimated  decrease  of  population  during  the  year  ...  78 


The  Municipal  Borough  of  Dewsbury  is  co-extensive 
with  the  Civil  Parish  of  Dewsbury,  and  forms  a Sub-Registration 
District  of  Dewsbury  (No.  6)  of  the  Registration  District  of 
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Dewsbury  (No.  502).  It  is  divided  into  three  Wards — All  Saints’, 
St,  John,  and  Trinity. 


Name  and  Number  of 

Name  and  Number  of 

Civil  Parish. 

Wards. 

Registration  District. 

Registration  Sub- District. 

Dewsbury 

Dewsbury  M.B. 

Dewsbury 

All  Saints’ 

502 

502,  6 

St.  John 
Trinity 

The  Area  of  the  Borough. — The  area  of  the  Borough  is 
1471  statute  acres,  including  land  and  inland  water;  the  area  of 
land  alone  is  1435  statute  acres. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres. 

Land  and 
Inland  Water. 

Inland  Water 
only. 

Land  only. 

Dewsbury  M.B. 

. 

1471 

36 

1435 

The  Population  of  the  Borough.— The  following  Table  is 
taken  from  the  Census  Report  (1901)  of  the  Registrar-General : — 


Dewsbury  M.B.  Number  of  persons,  males  and  females, 
enumerated  at  the  censuses  of  1891  and  1901. 


Census  Year. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

1891 

29,847 

14,076 

15,771 

1901 

28,060 

13,090 

14,970 

On  the  assumption  that  the  population  of  Dewsbury  is  still 
decreasing  at  the  same  rate  that  it  did  between  the  census  years 
1891  and  1901,  the  estimated  corrected  population  at  the  end  of 
the  June  quarter,  1907,  was  27,118  persons — 12,583  males  and 
14,535  females.  This,  i.e.,  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year, 
is  that  upon  which  the  various  rates  must  be  calculated. 

Seeing  that  the  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of 
deaths,  the  natural  inference  would  be  that  the  population  had 
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increased  during  the  year,  but  as  the  last  census,  taken  in  1901, 
showed  a decrease  as  compared  with  census  taken  in  1891,  for 
statistical  purposes  it  is  assumed  that  decrease  is  still  going  on. 
This  can  only  be  proved  at  the  next  census.  The  decrease,  if 
correct,  would  be  accounted  for  by  emigration,  which  is  probably 
taking  place. 

The  difficulty  cannot  be  got  over,  and  it  is  a great  argument  in 
favour  of  quinquennial  censuses,  which,  it  is  generally  recognised 
by  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  ought  to  be  taken. 

Density  of  Population. — The  population  as  enumerated  at 
the  census  of  1901  being  28,060  persons,  the  density  of  population 
was  19’55  persons  per  acre,  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water  at 
the  time  of  the  last  census.  The  density  at  the  middle  of  1907 
would  be  18 -88  persons  per  acre. 

The  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  was  42  at  the 
census  of  1901. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
in  1907  was  592,  of  whom  324  were  males  and  268  females,  so  that 
for  each  100  males  born  there  were  82‘7  females  born. 

Dewsbury  M.B. — The  number  of  births  in  1901,  1902,  1903, 
1904,  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  and  the  average  for  1891-1900. 


Number  of  Births. 


Average  10 
years. 
1891-1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Dewsbury 
M.B.  ... 

761 

689 

635 

660 

671 

653 

639 

592 

There  has  thus  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  births. 

The  Birth  Rate. — In  1907  the  birth  rate  was  equivalent  to 
21 '83  per  1,000  living. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  birth  rate  in  England  and 
Wales  and  in  Dewsbury  for  the  past  few  years. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  living  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in 
Dewsbury. 
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Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 


Average, 
10  years, 
1891-1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

England  and 
Wales 

29*9 

28*5 

28*6 

28*4 

27*9 

27*2 

27*0 

26*3* 

76  Great  Towns 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

29  T 

28*2 

27*9 

27 

142  Smaller 

Towns 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

27*5 

26*9  (a) 

26*5 

25*7 

England  and 
Wales,  less 

the  218  towns 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

26  8 

26*3(6) 

26*3 

25*6 

Dewsbury 

26*26 

24*6 

22*8 

23*8 

24*39 

23*89 

23*44 

21*83 

* This  is  the  lowest  on  record.  (a)  141  smaller  towns.  (b)  Less  the  217  towns. 


The  above  Table  shews  that  Dewsbury  has  a lower  birth  rate 
than  that  of  the  country  generally,  and  with  the  rest  of  the 
country  a declining  rate,  and  also  that  the  decline  is  in  greater 
proportion  than  the  decline  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  is  the  excess  of  births 
over  the  nett  deaths.  In  Dewsbury  during  1907  this  amounted  to 
100,  whilst  in  1906  the  natural  increase  was  142,  and  in  1905  it 
was  131,  and  in  1904  it  was  101. 

Illegitimate  Births. — The  number  of  illegitimate  births 
registered  during  the  year  was  53,  being  89 ‘5  per  1,000  of  the 
total  births  (average  1891-1900  England  and  Wales  42  per  1,000 
births).  In  1903  the  ratio  in  Dewsbury  was  62 T2  per  1,000 
births,  in  1904  64*08  per  1,000  births,  in  1905  78*1  per  1,000  births, 
and  in  1906  54*77  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
in  1907  was  595 — 309  males  and  286  females.  To  arrive  at  the  true 
death  rate  of  the  Borough,  the  number  of  deaths  of  Dewsbury 
“residents”  occurring  outside  the  district  must  be  added,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  of  “non-residents”  occurring  in  the  Borough 
must  be  subtracted. 

Dewsbury  M.B.  Calculation  of  the  nett  total  deaths  belonging 
to  the  district,  1907. 
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Persons. 

Males. 

Females 

Total  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  1907  595 

30!) 

286 

Add : Deaths  of  “residents”  of  Dewsbury 
occurring  in  Public  Institutions  out- 
side the  district  ...  ...  12 

7 

5 

607 

316 

291 

Subtract  deaths  of  “non-residents”  occurring 

in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district  113 

65 

48 

Also  “non-residents”  dying  in  the  district 

but  not  in  a Public  Institution  ...  2 

2 

• • • 

Nett  total  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  ...  492 

249 

243 

The  nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  is  there- 
fore reduced  to  492 — 249  males  and  243  females— and  these  deaths 
were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows : — 

Dewsbury  M.B.  The  number  of  deaths  and  the  percentage  of 
total  deaths  occurring  during  each  month  and  each  quarter  of  1907, 


1907. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 



Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

January 

52 

25 

27 

10-5 

February 

68 

36 

32 

138 

March 

57 

28 

29 

11-5 

1st  Quarter  ... 

. . . 

177 

89 

88 

35*5 

April 

40 

23 

17 

81 

May 

37 

17 

20 

7*5 

June 

35 

18 

17 

7 1 

2nd  Quarter  ... 

112 

58 

54 

22  7 

July 

30 

16 

14 

6-09 

August 

34 

18 

16 

6-9 

September 

29 

13 

16 

5-8 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

93 

47 

46 

18-7 

October 

35 

16 

19 

7T 

November 

32 

15 

17 

6*5 

December 

43 

24 

19 

8-7 

4th  Quarter  ... 

110 

55 

55 

22  -3 

Total  1907  ... 

492 

249 

243 

492 

249 

243 

B 
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In  looking  over  this  table  one  is  struck  by  the  large  number  of 
deaths  which  took  place  in  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the 
comparatively  small  mortality  in  the  3rd  quarter.  These  quarters, 
compared  with  those  of  the  two  preceding  years,  are  shown  as 
follows  : — 


Year. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  in  the  year. 

1st  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

1905 

29*3 

21*8 

1906 

27  T 

26-3 

1907 

35*5 

18-7 

It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  first  quarter  the  weather 
was  inclement,  hence  more  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases, 
and  during  the  third  there  was  only  a short  spell  of  hot  weather, 
hence  fewer  deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases. 


The  causes  of  death  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  from 
Respiratory  diseases  (non-tubercular),  Measles,  and  Influenza,  is 
shown  as  follows  : — 


Month. 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

Measles. 

Influenza. 

Total  from 
these  three 
causes. 

Total  deaths 
in  the 
month. 

January  . . . 

15 

2 

3 

20 

52 

F ebruary 

15 

10 

7 

32 

68 

March 

14 

3 

2 

19 

57 

Total  ... 

44 

15 

12 

71 

177 

Note. — I have  included  Measles  and  Influenza  because  deaths 
are  frequently  or  generally  due  to  the  Sequelae,  viz.,  acute  Repira- 
tory  diseases. 

Death  Rate. — The  mean  population  for  the  year  being 
estimated  to  have  been  27,118  persons — 12,583  males  and  14,535 
females,  and  the  nett  total  deaths  from  all  causes  belonging  to  the 
district  being  492 — 249  males  and  243  females — the  general  death 
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rate  for  the  year  is  1814  per  1,000  living ; for  males  a death  rate  of 
19 18  and  for  females  a rate  of  16  71  per  1,000  living. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  the  following  Table  is  given : — 


Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living 

from  all  causes. 

Average, 

10  years, 
1891-1900. 

| 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

England  and 

o 

W ales 

18-2 

16-9 

16-2 

15-4 

16-2 

15-2 

15-4 

15 -9a 

76  Great  Towns 

18-5 

17-3 

172 

15-7 

16-0 

15-4 

142  Smaller 

Towns 

... 

. . . 

15*6 

14-4* 

14-4 

14-5 

England  and 
W ales,  less 

the  218  Towns 

15-3 

14-9t 

150 

14-7 

Dewsbury  M.B. 

21-29 

201 

18  T 

19-0 

20-72 

19-09 

18*23 

1814 

(a)  Lowest  ever  recorded. 

*141  smaller  towns.  f England  and  Wales,  less  the  217  towns. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  age  periods  at  which  deaths 
occurred  during  each  month  of  the  year  : — 


Month. 

0—1 

year. 

1—2 

2—3 

3—4 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

January  ... 

6 6 

4 1 

3 ... 

February 

6 4 

3 3 

3 1 

...  i 

March 

10  6 

1 4 

...  i 

April 

1 2 

...  4 

i ... 

i ... 

May 

...  3 

2 ... 

l ... 

June 

4 3 

1 2 

July 

5 2 

...  • • • 

... 

August  . . . 

4 2 



3 ... 

September 

5 3 

2 1 

...  1 

October  ... 

5 2 

1 1 

November 

1 2 

1 2 

December 

4 5 

1 ... 

...  1 

1 ... 

ol  40 

16  18 

7 2 

6 3 

4-5 

Total 
under  5 
years. 

5-10 

10—15 

15- 

20 

20- 

-25 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 .. 

1 14 

7 

1 ... 

1 ... 

• • • 

2 1 

14 

10 

1 1 

... 

• i • 

2 



11 

11 

1 ... 

1 

... 

3 

6 

2 

... 

1 

... 

...  1 

3 

4 

...  i 

1 

1 

5 

5 

...  l 

2 ... 

• • • 

2 

1 ... 

6 

2 

1 ... 

... 

... 

7 

2 

• • • • • • 

3 

... 



7 

5 



... 

• • • 

1 



6 

3 

i ... 

1 ... 

• • • 

1 

1 



2 

4 

l 

• • • 

• • • 

...  1 

6 

1 

7 

l ... 



... 

... 

• • • 

4 3 

84  66 

6 4 

6 ... 

2 

5 

... 

7 

Table  VII. — continued. 


Month. 

25- 

-35 

35 

-45 

45- 

-55 

55- 

-65 

65 

-75 

1 0ver75 
years. 

Total 

5 years  and 
upwards 

Total  at 
all  ages. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

January  ... 

1 

1 

• • • 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

7 

5 

11 

20 

25 

27 

52 

F ebruary 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

7 

5 

9 

5 

i 

3 

22 

22 

36 

32 

68 

March 

1 

4 

2 

5 

1 

4 

6 

1 

5 

2 

2 

17 

18 

j 28 

29 

57 

April 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

20 

11 

! 23 

17 

40 

May 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

14 

16 

17 

20 

37 

June 

« • • 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

13 

12 

18 

17 

35 

July 

3 

... 

1 

2 

• » • 

1 

1 

< • • 

3 

6 

1 

3 

10 

12 

16 

14 

30 

August 

2 

4 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

4 

11 

14 

18 

16 

34 

September 

« • • 

. • . 

» • • 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

. . . 

1 

6 

11 

13 

16 

29 

October  ... 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

2 

10 

16 

16 

19 

35 

November 

2 

... 

4 

2 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

13 

13 

15 

17 

32 

December 

3 

1 

... 

4 

1 

3 

9 

2 

o 

O 

... 

i 

2 

18 

12 

24 

19 

43 

17 

15 

18 

25 

26 

23 

45  29 

35 

42 

10  27 

165 

177 

249 

243 

492 

Infantile  Mortality. — In  1907  the  number  of  deaths 
amongst  infants  in  Dewsbury  was  91,  which  is  equal  to  an  in- 
fantine mortality  of  153  71  per  1,000  births, 


The  following  Table  shows  the  infantile  mortality  in  Dewsbury 
and  other  parts  of  the  country  for  the  past  seven  years : — 


Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000  Births. 

Average, 

10  years, 
1891-1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

England  and 
Wales 

154 

151 

133 

132 

146 

128 

133 

118 

W est  Riding  . . . 

164 

168 

• . • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

76  Great  Towns 

• • • 

• • • 

145 

• • • 

160 

140 

146 

127 

142  Smaller 

Towns 

144 

154 

132* 

138 

122 

England  and 
W ales,  less 

the  218  Towns 

• • • 

125 

113t 

115 

106 

Dewsbury 

190-5 

177 

j 

135 

177 

165 

189 

170 

153 

*141  smaller  towns.  f England  and  Wales,  less  the  219  towns. 


The  91  infantile  deaths  were  distributed  amongst  the  various 
months  of  the  year,  as  follows  : — 
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Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

J anuary 

6 

6 

| 

F ebruary 

6 

4 

March 

10 

6 

1st  Quarter  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

22 

16 

38 

April 

1 

2 

May 

3 

J une 

4 

3 

2nd  Quarter  ... 

t • • 

• • • 

5 

8 

13 

J uly 

5 

2 

August 

4 

2 

September 

5 

3 

21 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

. . . 

14 

7 

October 

5 

2 

November 

1 

2 

December 

4 

5 

4th  Quarter  ... 

• • • 

10 

9 

1 

19 

Total 

51 

40 

! 51 

40 

91 

Infantile  Mortality  from  various  causes  during  each  month  of 
the  year : — 


Diseases. 


PREVENTABLE 
Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases — 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis  (not  Tubercular) 

Gastritis  & Gastro-Intestinal  Catarrh 
Tubercular  Diseases — 

Tubercular  Meningitis 
Tubercular  Peritonitis 
Other  Tubercular  0 iseases 
Erysipelas 
Syphilis... 

Rickets  ... 

Accidents  and  Negligence 
Want  of  Breast  Milk 
Other  Causes 


t>> 

« 

cS 

£ 

C 

<s 
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NON-PREVENTABLE 
Premature  Birth  ... 

Congenital  and  Developmental  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth 
Other  Causes 


DOUBTFULLY  PREVENTABLE:— 
Atrophy,  Debility.  Inanition,  Marasmus 
Meningitis  (not  Tubercular) 

Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Dentition 
Other  Causes 


Totals 
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• • 

1 
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18 
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— 15 

19 

18 
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1 

2 

3 
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5 

6 

12 

6 

11 

12 

7 

15* 

• . 

• * 

4 

4 

4 

2 

— 57 

— 42 

— 60 

91 

109 
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In  looking  into  the  preceding  tables  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
infantile  mortality  for  1907  was,  throughout  the  country,  the 
lowest  ever  recorded.  The  same  remark  applies  to  Dewsbury,  and 
also  this  decline  in  mortality  is  practically  the  same  in  proportion. 
It  has  often  been  noticed  that  a lower  birth  rate  and  a decreased 
infantile  mortality  run  together.  This  has  been  exemplified  during 
the  past  year. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  deaths  of  infants  was 
very  high,  viz.,  equal  to  a rate  of  238  per  1,000  born,  whilst  in  the 
second  quarter  the  rate  was  equal  to  87  per  1,000  births,  and  in  the 
third  quarter  (which  is  usually  the  most  fatal  quarter)  141  per  1,000 
births.  In  1906  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  third  quarter 
was  249  per  1,000  births. 

The  comparatively  low  rate  for  the  third  quarter  of  1907 
can,  I think,  be  explained  by  the  few  deaths  (only  three)  from 
diarrhoeal  diseases.  There  were  only  six  deaths  throughout  the  year 
from  this  group  of  causes. 

Premature  birth  accounts  for  a large  number  of  deaths  year 
by  year,  as  also  does  atrophy,  debility,  inanition,  and  wasting. 
These  two  groups  caused,  out  of  a total  of  91,  37  deaths  of  infants 
— that  is  40  per  cent.  Surely  this  points  to  the  necessity  of 
improving  the  health,  the  physique,  or  the  social  conditions  of  the 
mother. 

Preventable  causes  of  deaths  for  the  year  were  comparatively 
very  few,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  to  keep  at  such  a low 
figure  in  future.  The  efforts  of  the  Lady  Health  Visitor,  whom 
you  propose  to  appoint,  however  will  be  mainly  directed  with  this 
object  in  view,  and  by  her  help  and  advice  it  is  hoped  that  the 
number  of  deaths  from  the  “doubtfully  preventable  causes”  will 
be  diminished. 

I may  here  record  that  the  Education  Committee  have  intro- 
duced during  the  year  into  the  school  curriculum  the  teaching  of 
Elementary  Hygiene,  with  special  reference  to  the  dietary  and 
rearing  of  infants,  to  the  girls  in  the  senior  classes. 
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The  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. — Under  this 
heading  are  included  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Membraneous  Croup,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  and 
Dysentery  (including  Zymotic  and  Epidemic  Enteritis  and  Enteritis), 
and  Enteric  Fever. 


These  diseases  were  the  cause  of  28  deaths — being  a rate  of 
1*008  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Zymotic  death  rates 
for  1907  are  given  in  the  following  table,  and  for  purposes  of 
comparison  those  for  1905-1906. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
Estimated  Population. 


1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

England  and  Wales 

1-26 

1-73 

1*52 

76  Great  Towns 

1*54 

2-24 

1-88 

141  Smaller  Towns 

1-29 

1-70 

1-50 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  217  Towns 

•91 

118 

109 

Dewsbury  ... 

100 

2-45 

2*48 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  from  each  of 
the  7 principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  together  with  the  month  in  which 
they  occurred  is  shewn  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
per 

1,000  living. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Small-pox  ... 

| 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

•144 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

i 

1 

... 

1 

... 

. • • 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
braneous Croup  ... 

1 

•036 

1 

Measles 

16 

•576 

2 

io 

3 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

. . 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

•036 

• • . 

• . . 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

• . • 

... 

• . • 

1 

Epidemic  Diarrhoeal 
Diseases 

3 

•108 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

•100 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

Totals 

28 

1-008 

2 

10 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

The  low  death  rate  from  the  above  Zymotic  Diseases  is  the 
outstanding  feature  of  all  the  year’s  statistics.  It  is  lower  than  it 
has  been  for  years,  and  lower  than  that  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales.  Practically  the  only  one  calling  for  special  notice  is 
Measles.  Measles  accounted  for  more  deaths  than  all  the  other 
Zymotic  Diseases  put  together.  It  is  a disease  associated  with  school 


life,  but  whatever  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  its  spread  in  this 
respect,  they  are  almost  nullified  by  the  disregard  of  ordinary  pre- 
cautions in  home  life  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Most  of  the  deaths 
from  Measles  are  due  to  the  complications  which  arise  during  or 
after  the  acute  symptoms  have  subsided,  viz.,  the  acute  respiratory 
diseases,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  Whether  a child  gets  better  or 
not  depends  mainly  upon  the  care  and  good  nursing  which  it  should 
receive,  and  the  measures  taken  to  guard  it  from  contracting  one  of 
the  severer  complications  mentioned.  The  younger  the  child,  the 
more  liable  it  is  to  catch  the  disease  if  exposed  to  infection,  and  also 
the  younger  the  child  the  greater  the  risk  of  the  illness  proving  fatal. 
Of  the  16  deaths  from  Measles,  13  took  place  in  children  under  5 
years  of  age. 

Tubebculosis  caused  49  deaths,  including  the  death  of  a 
Dewsbury  resident  in  a public  institution  outside  the  Borough.  The 
death  rate,  therefore,  was  1*8  per  1,000  living. 


The  deaths  from  Consumption  and  all  other  forms  of  Tubercu- 
losis for  the  past  8 years  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


i 1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Consumption 

38 

36 

45 

41 

38 

35 

47 

38 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

19 

25 

22 

18 

17 

12 

22 

11 

Totals  ... 

57 

61 

67 

59 

55 

47 

69 

49 

In  August  I presented  to  you  a Special  Report  on  the  above 
disease,  which  you  ordered  to  be  printed  and  a copy  sent  to  each 
member  of  the  Council.  In  the  report  I gave  you  the  incidence  of 
the  disease,  explained  its  nature  and  how  it  was  caused,  and 
mentioned  its  predisposing  causes.  The  main  causes  of  the  spread 
of  Consumption  were  fully  gone  into,  and  the  means  which  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  it.  I told  you  that  in  order  to  deal  with 
Consumption  on  preventative  lines  it  was  necessary  for  the  Health 
Department  to  have  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  cases,  and  this 
knowledge  could  only  be  obtained  by  notification.  In  December  the 
Council  decided  to  adopt  the  system  of  voluntary  notification  of 
Consumption.  In  January  of  this  year  (1908)  the  following  letter, 
signed  by  the  Town  Clerk,  was  sent  to  the  medical  men  practising 
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in  the  district.  I think  the  letter  explains  itself  and  tells  yon  what 
is  intended  to  be  done. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Corporation  of  Dewsbury  are  desirous  of  dealing  with  cases  of 
Consumption  from  a public  health  point  of  view.  In  order  to  carry  out 
any  Scheme,  it  is  necessary  to  be  informed  of  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 

The  Corporation  will  be  glad  of  your  assistance  in  this  matter,  and 
request  you  to  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Dewsbury,  the  occurrence  of  any  cases  of  Consumption  within  your  own 
practice.  The  Corporation  will  be  glad  to  pay  you  a fee  of  2s.  6d.  for  the 
notification  of  each  verified  case. 

On  receiving  notification  of  any  case,  it  is  proposed  that  a visit  be 
made  by  an  Inspector  to  the  house.  A pamphlet  on  “ Consumption  ” will 
be  offered.  Where  possible,  disinfection  of  the  premises,  etc.,  will  be 
done  at  once.  This  will  be  repeated  when  necessary,  and  after  death  or 
removal  of  the  patient.  The  visit  will  be  repeated  at  intervals  where  no 
objection  is  made. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  assist 
the  Committee  in  this  respect.  I enclose  the  necessary  forms.  Should 
you  consider  it  undesirable  and  unnecessary  for  our  Inspector  to  visit  any 
particular  house,  your  wishes  will  be  respected  on  filling  up  Form  “ B.” 

May  I remind  you  that  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Sputum  is 
made,  free  of  charge,  at  the  West  Riding  County  Council  Bacteriological 
Laboratory.  The  outfit  for  the  collection  of  the  sputum  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  pamphlet  referred  to  has  already  been  prepared. 

In  my  next  Annual  Report  I shall  be  able  to  give  you  informa® 
tion  as  to  the  success  or  otherwise  of  the  system.  It  is  hoped  that 
all  medical  men  will  co-operate  by  acceding  to  your  request  and 
notify  the  existence  of  cases  in  their  practice. 

The  age  periods  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1907  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


c 
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Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Persons  ... 

49 

All  Ages  - 

Males 

Females  ... 

24 

25 

0-5  years 

10 

5-10  „ 

3 

10-15  „ 

1 

15-20  „ 

4 

20-25  „ 

2 

25-35  „ 

8 

35-45  „ 

7 

45-55  „ 

6 

55-65  „ 

6 

65-75  „ 

1 

Over  75 

years 

1 

Cancer. — During  the  year  30  persons  died  from  Cancer,  includ- 
ing under  this  heading  all  forms  of  “malignant”  disease.  Of  the  30, 
14  were  males  and  16  females.  There  has  thus  been  an  increase  of 
9 as  compared  with  the  year  1906. 


The  following  table  shows  the  parts  of  the  body  affected  : — 


All  forms 
of 

Malignant  6 

Disease.  § 

Eh 

Lip. 

Jaw. 

Liver. 

Pancreas. 

Stomach. 

Oesophagus. 

Intestine. 

Rectum. 

Bladder. 

Scrotum. 

Prostate 

Gland. 



Breast. 

Uterus. 

Ovary. 

Totals. 

Males  ... 
Females 

Totals  . . . 

"i 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

. 

*2 

2 

1 

... 

1 

1 

"7 

"i 

14 

16 

l 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

30 

Anthrax. — One  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  man  affected  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  Borough.  The 
patient  recovered. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  1907. — The  total  number 
of  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district  was  176.  Of 
these  97  were  males  and  79  females. 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district,  1907. 


Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Residents... 

63 

32 

31 

Non-Residents 

113 

65 

48 

Totals 

176 

97 

79 

The  following  table  shows  the  Public  Institutions  in  the 
Borough  in  which  deaths  occurred. 


Institution. 

Total  Deaths. 

Residents. 

Non-Residents. 

Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse 

132 

41 

91 

Dewsbury  General  Infirmary 

44 

22 

22 

The  term  “ Non-Residents  ” means  persons  brought  into  the 
district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  institutions 
there.  They  are  omitted  from  the  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district.  The  deaths  of  Dewsbury  residents  dying  out  of  the  district 
are  added  to  the  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  as  described 
previously. 

In  addition  to  the  113  deaths  of  non-residents  in  public  institu- 
tions, there  were  2 deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  Borough,  viz.,  1 in 
a private  house  as  the  result  of  a street  accident,  and  1 in  the  Town 
Hall  during  a “ Social  Evening. 

The  districts  to  which  the  115  “ Non-Residents  ” dying  in 
Dewsbury  belonged  are  as  follows  : — 
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District. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Ravensthorpe  ... 

5 

Batley 

40 

Morley 

11 

Birstall 

5 

Heckmondwike 

14 

Liversedge 

13 

Ossett 

4 

Thornhill 

7 

Soothill  Upper 

2 

Soot  hill  Nether 

1 

Mirfield 

4 

Birkenshaw 

1 

Gomersal 

3 

Gloucester 

1 

Holbeck 

1 

Leeds 

3 

Totals 

! 115 

Deaths  of  Dewsbury  Residents  Outside  the  Borough.— 
There  were  12  such  cases,  7 of  which  were  males  and  5 females.  The 
following  table  shows  how  they  were  distributed. 


Institution. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

West  Riding  Asylum 

2 

5 

7 

Leeds  General  Infirmary 

2 

• • . 

2 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board 

3 

3 

Totals 

7 

5 

12 

Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests. — There  were  580  deaths 
registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  In  543  cases  the  deaths 
were  certified  by  a registered  medical  practitioner  and  in  the 
remaining  37  cases  an  inquest  was  held  by  the  Coroner,  and  a 
certificate  given  by  him. 

Still  Births. — There  were  61  still  births  during  the  year 
(not  included  in  any  previous  statistics). 
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Tabulation  of  the  Causes  of  Death  and  the  Ages  at! 

Deaths  in  Publi 

B 

1 

Institutions. 

DISEASE. 

1- 

-2 

2-3 

3-4 

< 

Non 

Res 

Residen 

t 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M 

• • 

• a 

. 

• • 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

, , 

, , 

• » • • 

3 .. 

. . 

2 

1 

. • 

• • 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

. , 

. «. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

• • , . 

• o 

• • 

• • 

1 

. . 

Measles 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 1 

2 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry  . . 

1 

• • 

• • 

... 

Epidemic  and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

• « • 

, , 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis 

2 

2 

1 

Typhoid  Fever. . 

, . 

Anthrax 

• • 

2 

1 

2 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • 

• • 

• - 

Septicaemia 

• • 

> « 

, . 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

r 

# . 

1 

1 

1 

2 .. 

. „ 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

« • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

. . 

, , 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer 

Rheumatism  . . 

Diabetes  . . 

Lead  Poisoning 

Leucocythmmia 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

1 

Premature  Bii  th 

10 

8 

Developmental  Diseases  and 

# t 

* 

s . 

. . 

Congenital  Defects  . . 

4 

2 

4 . 

1 

* , 

Want  of  Breast  Milk 

1 

2 

Malnutrition,  Marasmus 

6 

2 

1 

• • 

1 

# , 

Debility,  and  Inanition 

7 

4 

1 

23 

19 

3 

9 

Old  Age 

Insanity 

. , 

# 

Softening  of  Brain 

G.  P.  I. 

1 

# # 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 .. 

1 

Cerebral  Tumour 

• c 

» * 

, , 

, , 

Epilepsy 

Laryngismus  Stridulus  . . 

• . 

, . 

1 

Paraplegia 

, , 

Peripheral  Neuritis 

Convulsions 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

, , 

Other  Nervous  Diseases  . . . . 

5 

1 

2 

i 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart 

Pericarditis 

Dilatation  of  Heart 

l 

Fatty  Degeneration  of  Heart 

” 

2 

Syncope  and  Heart  Disease  . . 

4 

6 

i 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . . 

1 

1 

, . 

Apoplexy 

, , 

3 

3 

2 

i 

Acute  Bronchitis 

6 

6 

1 

3 

1 .. 

1 .. 

1 

1 

1 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

1 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

i 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

6 

6 

4 

5 

2 .. 

1 

2 

Pneumonia — undefined  . . 

2 

) 

Pleurisy 

• • 

Empyema 

• • 

" 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Lungs  . . 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Stomach 

Diseases  of  Gall  Bladder,  &c. 

• • 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

i 

Peritonitis  and  Appendicitis 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  . . 

Myxoedema 

3 

3 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  . . 

i 

Affections  of  Female  Genital  Organs 

1 

Accidents,  &c.,  of  Parturition 

9 

2 

3 

Accident  or  Negligence  . . 

1 

* • 

1 

Suicides  . . . . . . 

Undefined  Causes 

Found  Dead 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

All  other  causes 

1 

1 

1 

. . . . 

67 

18 

32 

31 

( 

51 

40 

16 

18 

7 2 

6 1 

4 

TOTALS  < 

115 

63 

91 

34  ! 

9 

9 

5 — 10 


M.  F. 


1 1 


10-15 


M.  F. 


15  -20  20-  25 


M.  F.  j M.  F 


25- 

-35 

35- 

-45 

45  - 

-55 

! 55 

1 

-65 

65 

-75 

Over  75 

years. 

Total  5 years- 
and 

upwards. 

V Total 
all  ages. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

! M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

r. 

M.  F.  P 

1 1 

1 

0 

i 

4 

4 

1 

. , 

3 

2 

1 

4 

. . 

6 

6 

12 

7 

6 13 

0 

1 1 

, , 

, . 

, , 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 1 

1 

. . 

1 

2 

o 

6 

8 

8 16 

1 

1 

, , 

, # 

• • 

, , 

. 

. • 

2 

1 3 

2 

2 4 

1 

2 

•• 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 3 

1 

;; 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 3 

1 

0 1 

1 

0 

1 

i 

0 

1 1 

1 

0 

1 

i 

0 

1 1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 8 

1 

5 

5 

2 

4 

2 

3 

• t 

, , 

i 

17 

17 

34 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  122  case 
of  Infectious  Diseases,  have  been  notified  by  medical  men.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  occurring  at  each  of  the 
six  age  periods. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

At  Ages. — Years. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

1 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

1 

3 

10 

1 

2 

17 

Croup 

. . • 

. . . 

• . • 

. • . 

• • . 

... 

• • • 

Erysipelas 

2 

. . . 

. . • 

1 

12 

1 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • > 

19 

40 

4 

2 

... 

65 

Enteric  Fever 

• • • 

2 

2 

6 

12 

... 

22 

Continued  Fever... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

3 

24 

52 

13 

29 

1 

122 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  diseases  during 
the  different  months  of  the  year  : — 


Month. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Other  Diseases. 

Totals. 

X O Y>  1 ■?  O 7 

<J  Cii  JUl  dL  <Li/  a.  • • • 

3 

3 

1 

• • • 

2 

9 

F ebruary 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

7 

March 

6 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

April 

7 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

l 

11 

May 

14 

1 

2 

• • • 

1 

18 

June 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

July 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

9 

August 

4 

• • • 

. • . 

1 

5 

September 

• • • 

1 

3 

• • . 

1 

5 

October 

4 

2 

8 

• • • 

1 

15 

November 

5 

2 

4 

• • • 

i i » 

11 

December 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

12 

Totals 

65 

17 

22 

2 

16 

... 

122 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  each  of  the 
past  seven  years  is  shown  in  the  next  table  : — 
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Small-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Chicken-pox. 

Totals. 

1901 

229 

11 

2 

10 

1 

14 

267 

1902 

7 

95 

16 

1 

10 

10 

... 

. . . 

23 

• • • 

162 

1903 

137 

50 

17 

... 

13 

• • • 

2 

. . . 

18 

. . . 

237 

1904 

552 

50 

35 

• • • 

• • • 

27 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

14 

45* 

723 

1905 

12 

162 

42 

1 

• • • 

19 

3 

1 

. , . 

16 

44 

300 

1906 

48 

24 

• • • 

• • • 

21 

1 

2 

... 

10 

33 1 

139 

1907 

65 

17 

22 

2 

. . . 

16 

122 

* Since  October  24th  to  end  of  year.  f To  April  19th. 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  cases  through- 
out the  Borough : — 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

| Typhoid  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

| Erysipelas. 

| Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

| Typhoid  Fever. 

| Puerperal  Fever 

Erpsipelas. 

Ashworth  Road 

1 

Oastler  Square 

1 

Asylum  Road 

1 

... 

... 

Oxford  Road 

... 

i 

Alfred  Place 

4 

1 

... 

... 

Peel  Street  U pper  ... 

i 

• • • 

• • • 

Bank  Street 

2 

... 

Pitt  Street 

3 

• • • 

Bank  Street  Cross 

1 

Princess  Street  Back 

1 

Bradford  Road 

... 

i j 

... 

Pyrah  Street 

1 

Bath  Street 

1 

... 

Park  Road 

2 

Birkdale  Road 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

Ridgway  Street 

1 

Brunswick  Street 

1 

_ 

... 

Rish worth  Street 

... 

1 

Barber  Street  Back 

... 

2 

• • • 

Reform  Street 

1 

Belgrave  Street  Bac] 

1 

1 

* • • 

• • • 

Sharp  Street 

... 

1 

Brooke  Street  Back 

1 

1 

South  Street 

1 

Cliffe  Street 

1 

... 

St.  John  Street 

4 

Clarke  Street 

1 

... 

... 

Staincliffe  Road 

1 

Cromwell  Street 

... 

1 

... 

Smith  Road 

• • • 

i 

Eddison  Street 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Stoney  Bank  Street... 

... 

i 

... 

Elmwood  Street 

2 

... 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

Springfield  Street  ... 

• • • 

i 

2 

Fall  Lane 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

Tentereroft  Road 

1 

Green  Lane 

... 

1 

Thornhill  Road 

2 

i 

i 

George  Street 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Thornton  Street 

2 

1 

Halifax  Road 

3 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Tweedale  Street 

2 

Highgate  Road 

2 

i 

, , , 

, , 

Thomas  Street 

1 

Hanover  Street 

o 

O 

l 

..  , 

1 

Upper  Road 

i 

i 

1 

Heckmondwike  Roa< 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Upper  South  Street... 
Victoria  Road  Back.. 

2 

High  Street 

... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

i 

Huddersfield  Road 

... 

! ... 

... 

1 

Vulcan  Street 

i 

Halliley  Street 

3 

... 

... 

William  Street 

i 

Healds  Road 

1 

i 

Wilton  Street 

l 

Knowles  Hill  Road 

... 

1 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

Westgate 

2 

Leeds  Road 

1 

... 

• • • 

I • • • 

... 

Whitlev  Street 

1 

i 

1 

Low  Road 

1 

• • • 

... 

Whitworth  Road 

1 

Lacy  Street 

• • • 

1 * * • 

• • • 

i 

Woodbine  Street 

1 

Middle  Road 

5 

2 

< • > 

Wroe  Street 

i 

Mill  Road 
Mallinson  Street 
New  Street  Back 

1 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

’l 

North  Park  Street 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

65 

17 

22 

2 

16 

24 


From  the  foregoing  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  Scarlet  Fever  by  17  cases  as  compared  with  last  year, 
and  one  more  Typhoid  Fever  case,  but  there  has  been  a decided 
decrease  of  Diphtheria  cases.  Typhoid  Fever  was  most  preva- 
lent during  October  and  November,  and  more  especially  during 
the  former  month.  I reported  to  you  that  the  cases  were  coincident 
with  the  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  (time  allowance  being  made  for 
the  incubation  period)  occurring  during  a spell  of  hot  weather,  that 
the  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the  district,  and  the  cause 
could  not  be  traced  to  any  food  supply.  Two  of  the  cases  made  very 
specific  complaints  of  offensive  gullies.  That  many  gullies  are  very 
offensive  in  periods  of  hot  dry  weather  cannot  be  wondered  at, 
when  people  empty  their  household  slops  into  the  gullies  instead  of 
into  their  proper  place,  viz  : — the  water  closet. 

Removal  of  Cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.— During 
the  year  52  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  10  of  Enteric  Fever  were 
sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Also  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a 
case  of  Diphtheria  was  admitted  into  the  Institution  owing  to 
extreme  urgency. 

As  you  will  be  aware  provision  is  now  made  for  admission  of 
Diphtheria  cases  into  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Hospital, 
this  is  a matter  for  satisfaction.  During  the  year  cases  of  this  disease 
have  arisen  which  should  have  been  removed  from  their  home  sur- 
roundings, and  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  by  medical  men 
on  this  subject,  viz.,  that  certain  cases  could  not  be  removed  owing 
to  there  being  no  hospital  provision.  In  my  former  Reports  I have 
voiced  this  matter. 

The  following  number  of  specimens  have  been  sent  during  the 
year  to  be  examined  in  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  at  the  County 


Hall,  Wakefield  : 


Serum  (for  Enteric  Fever) 

Sputum  (for  Tubercle  bacilli) ... 
Swabbings  from  Throat  (for  Diphtheria) 
Miscellaneous 


17 

5 

54 

7 


Total 


83 


The  above  figures  show  an  increasing  recognition  of  the  usefulness 
of  these  aids  to  diagnosis.  Ten  more  specimens  were  examined  than 
during  the  year  1906. 
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On  receipt  of  a notification  of  infections  disease,  notice  is  given 
to  tlie  Librarian  of  the  Public  Free  Library,  so  that  books  be  not 
issued  to  members  of  the  1 louse  in  which  the  case  exists  until  the 
premises  are  free  from  infection,  notice  of  which  he  receives  in  due 
course.  The  Secretary  to  the  Education  Committee  is  also  notified, 
and  if  any  of  the  inmates  attend  a day  school,  the  name  of  the 
school  and  the  names  of  the  said  children  are  stated ; a further 
notice  is  sent  to  him  on  the  expiration  of  the  infectivity.  If  a case 
has  been  sent  to  the  Hospital  he  is  made  aware  of  the  fact,  so  that 
any  other  school  children  in  the  house  may  be  re-admitted  into 
school  after  the  necessary  period  of  quarantine,  provided  no  other 
member  of  the  family  lias  contracted  the  illness. 

Instances  have  occurred  where  inmates  of  infected  houses  have 
attended  Sunday  schools,  although  it  had  been  pointed  out  to  them 
that  this  should  not  happen.  To  guard  against  this  I have  written 
to  the  Superintendents  of  all  Sunday  schools  to  tell  them  that  where 
it  is  necessary  for  scholars  to  be  excluded  on  account  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Infectious  disease,  a list  of  such  scholars  would  be  sent  with 
a request  that  they  would  not  admit  them  until  further  notice.  I 
am  glad  to  state  that  I have  received  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
Superintendents.  As  a routine  therefore,  notices  are  sent  as 
explained  above,  and  a further  one  when  attendance  may  be  resumed. 
Similar  notices  are  sent  with  respect  to  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough ; the  source  of  information  with  respect  to  these  diseases, 
being  in  the  first  place  the  notifications  received  from  the  teachers 
in  the  elementary  schools. 


From  September  26tli  to  December  31st,  41  notices  were  sent 
to  Sunday  school  superintendents  dealing  with  81  children  (infected 
and  contacts).  The  41  notices  comprised  : — 


Measles 
Enteric  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 
Ophthalmia. . . 


26  (one  case  required  2 notices.) 
6 
5 
2 
1 
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Disinfection. — On  the  termination  of  an  infectious  illness,  or 
immediately  after  the  removal  of  a patient  to  the  Infectious  Hosjoital, 
the  necessary  disinfection  of  the  house  is  at  once  attended  to. 
D 
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Formalin,  in  the  form  of  vapour  or  spray,  or  both,  being  the  agent 
as  a rule,  and  those  articles,  such  as  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  which 
cannot  be  thoroughly  disinfected  by  this  method,  which  is  a surface 
one,  are  removed  to  the  Depot  and  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector. 
There  are,  of  course,  separate  vehicles  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
infected  and  disinfected  articles,  and  they  are  kept  in  a proper  con- 
dition of  cleanliness  and  repair. 

Similar  disinfection  takes  place  after  Tuberculosis.  The 
Registrar  sends  me  immediate  notice  when  a death  from  Con- 
sumption has  been  registered.  As  you  have  adopted  the  system  of 
Voluntary  Notification  of  Consumption,  disinfection  of  premises 
during  the  course  of  the  disease  will  be  done  where  possible  in  the 
future. 

During  the  disinfection  of  certain  houses,  the  rooms  at  the 
Disinfecting  Station  at  George  Street  Depot  have  been  used  for 
giving  shelter  to  the  inmates  of  those  houses. 

The  Disinfecting  Station  at  George  Street  Depot  is  in  constant 
use.  Should  sporadic  cases  of  Small-pox  arise,  disinfection  would 
be  dealt  with  at  the  West  Town  Station.  I would  ask  you  to 
remember  that  the  George  Street  Depot  must  not  be  considered  a 
permanent  one,  as  you  know  it  was  erected  on  emergency,  and  can 
only  be  considered  an  excellent  make-shift.  I fully  reported  to  you 
on  this  subject  in  August,  1905. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

All  the  elementary  schools  have  been  visited,  and  when  infectious 
diseases  have  been  prevalent  in  any  district,  the  school  or  schools  in 
that  part  of  the  town  have  received  more  frequent  visits.  For  in- 
stance, the  West  Town  schools  and  Boothroyd  Lane  School  were 
kept  under  close  observation  in  January  and  February,  on  account 
of  Measles  amongst  young  children.  The  outbreak  commenced  in 
December,  of  1906.  The  West  Town  schools  were  also  frequently 
visited  in  August  and  September,  on  account  of  Ophthalmia.  Cases 
of  Measles  were  reported  from  the  Carlton  Road  schools  in  October 
and  November,  and  a few  in  December.  A few  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  were  notified  from  the  Batley  Carr  National  school  in  August. 
An  outbreak  of  what  was  said  to  be  Measles  occurred  in  the  West 
Town  district  in  November,  but  on  enquiry  and  personal  observation 
in  certain  cases,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  was  one  of  German  Measles. 
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The  system  of  Voluntary  Notification  by  Teachers  and  School 
Attendance  Officers,  is  still,  and  will  continue  to  be,  in  operation,, 
It  is  the  only  means  the  authorities  have  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  prevalence  of  the  Non-No tifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  school  notifications 
after  many  cases  of  “contacts'’  with  the  diseases  have  been 
eliminated  : — 


Measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Eczema. 

Opthalmia. 

Ringworm. 

Chicken-pox. 

Influenza. 

Mumps. 

Boothroyd  Lane  Ccmncil  Schools  

55  ... 

13 

4 

I 

1 

Carlton  Road  ,, 

27  ... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

Dewsbury  Moor  ,, 

)) 

. . • 

1 

12 

. . . 

5 

Eastborough  „ 

>> 

5*i  ... 

6 

1 

7* 

1 

6 

4* 

Victoria  Jubilee  ,, 

D * * * • • * 

1 ... 

• • • 

• • • 

,,, 

• • • 

• • 

Dewsbury  Moor  National 

4 ... 

* • • 

... 

. . . 

... 

• . • 

West  Town  ,, 

30  ... 

12 

7 

1 

... 

4 

All  Saints’  ,, 

))  ...  ... 

3 ... 

. • . 

• • • 

... 

... 

7 

Bat  ley  Carr  ,, 

>> 

2 12* 

. . . 

3 

6* 

. . • 

1 

Batley  Carr  Roman  Catholic  Schools 

...  . . « 

. . . 

. . . 

• . • 

... 

. . • 

West  Town  „ „ 

5 y 

28  ... 

10a 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

155  12 

6 

36 

18 

24 

7 

22 

(a)  Altogether  58  children  were  affected,  *of  whom  there  were  8 non-residents. 


The  above  table  must  not  be  taken  as  a correct  record  of  the 
actual  cases  occurring,  for  during  the  times  of  the  year  when  the 
schools  are  closed,  no  notification  from  teachers  can  take  place,  and 
it  must  be  remembered  that  many  cases  occur  amongst  children 
who  are  not  old  enough  to  attend  school. 

It  is  most  difficult  to  control  such  infectious  diseases  as  Measles 
owing  to  the  absolute  disregard  of  the  advisability  of  not  allowing 
young  children  to  intermingle  in  houses  and  elsewhere  when  the 
disease  is  prevalent,  and  again  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
person  affected  is  highly  infectious  for  a few  days  before  the  illness 
can  be  absolutely  diagnosed,  viz.  : — on  the  appearance  of  the  rash, 
although  during  this  prodromal  stage  its  nature  can  be  suspected. 

During  the  time  when  Ophthalmia  was  prevalent  in  the  West 
Town  district,  instances  occurred  where  children  appeared  at  the 
school  before  they  were  fit  for  re-admission,  and  had  to  be  sent  home 
again,  and  in  one  case  a parent  was  about  to  send  her  child  to 
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another  school  because  her  own  teacher  had  sent  her  home.  This 
was  prevented  by  a visit  from  the  School  Attendance  Officer. 
Fortunately  all  the  teachers  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  these 
matters. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever,  occurring  amongst  children  actually 
on  the  schools’  registers  : — 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

Boothroyd  Lane  Council  School  ... 

14 

2 

1 

17 

Carlton  Road  ,,  ,, 

7 

1 

8 

Dewsbury  Moor  ,,  ,, 

1 

1 

2 

Eastborough  ,,  ,,  

2 

2 

Victoria  Jubilee  ,,  ,, 

2 

2 

Dewsbury  Moor  National  School  ... 

4 

. . . 

4 

West  Town  ,,  ,, 

1 

1 

2 

All  Saints’  ,,  ,, 

2 

1 

3 

Batley  Carr  ,,  „ 

... 

Batlev  Carr  Roman  Catholic  School 

West  Town  ,,  „ ,, 

8 

1 

i 

io 

Totals 

41 

7 

2 

50 

SCHOOL  CLOSURE. 

On  its  becoming  evident  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a 
district  that  an  epidemic  of  say  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or 
Measles  is  threatened  or  is  being  maintained  by  the  opportunities 
afforded  for  personal  infection,  owing  to  school  attendance  at 
public  elementary  schools,  and  that  no  other  less  drastic  measures 
will  suffice  for  the  suppression  of  the  epidemic,  it  is  his  duty  to 
advise  his  Sanitary  Authority  to  compel  the  closure  (under  Aid.  57 
of  the  Education  Code,  1906)  of  one  or  more  of  the  public  element- 
ary schools  for  a specified  time.  Such  measures  are  especially 
useful  in  rural  districts,  where  school  is  often  a centre  where 
children  from  scattered  hamlets  meet,  who  would  not  otherwise 
be  brought  into  contact  with  each  other.  In  towns  a school  closure 
is  often  less  efficacious  in  eradicating  an  epidemic,  as  the  children 
when  not  at  school  are  liable  to  meet  in  the  streets  for  play  or  in 
each  others  houses,  and  thus  propagate  infection.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  clear  that  infection  is  less  likely  to  be  imparted  in  a 
wholesale  manner  under  these  conditions  than  under  conditions  of 
close  contact  of  the  many  children  in  schools. 

The  Boothroyd  Lane  Council  School  Infants’  Department  wras 
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closed  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles  amongst  the  scholars 
from  February  7th  to  28th.  Copies  of  the  special  report  on  the 
subject  were  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  to  the  West 
Riding;  County  Council. 

Immediately  after  closure  of  the  above-mentioned  school,  it  was 
efficiently  disinfected  by  the  Corporation’s  Sanitary  Staff. 

Disinfection  of  schools  has  also  been  done  at  the  week-ends, 
when  advisable,  without  interference  with  school  work. 

Sanitary  Conditions. — All  the  schools  are  provided  with 
water  closets  which  comply  with  the  Board  of  Education  require- 
ments. Those  for  the  Boothroyd  Lane  Council  School  Infants,  and 
the  Dewsbury  Moor  Council  School  Infants,  are  of  the  latest 
“ pedestal  ” type,  the  rest  are  the  trough  water  closets.  I prefer  the 
former  provided  that  the  necessary  flushing  is  attended  to. 

Washing  accommodation  could  be  improved  in  the  Boys’  depart- 
ments at  the  Batley  Carr  Church  of  England  Schools,  and  the 
Parish  Church  of  England  Schools.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  West  Town  Church  of  England  Schools.  There  has  been  no 
deficiency  in  the  water  supply 

School  Cleansing.  — The  Committee’s  rule,  re  the  daily  clean- 
sing of  schools,  requiring  that  sawdust,  thoroughly  damped  with  a 
disinfectant,  be  sprinkled  on  the  floors  before  sweeping  is  a good 
one.  I have  visited  certain  schools  after  the  afternoon  closure  to  see 
how  the  caretakers  carried  out  this  instruction.  In  certain  instances 
it  was  quite  neglected,  and  I therefore  called  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Education  Committee  to  this  matter,  and  he  lias 
since  given  strict  orders  that  there  must  be  no  laxity  in  this  respect. 

“ Where  there  is  dust  there  is  danger.” 

With  respect  to  the  adverse  reports  from  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion on  the  Batley  Carr  Church  of  England  Schools,  and  the  Parish 
Church  of  England  Schools,  I understand  that  the  managers  of  the 
former  have  before  them  a proposal  to  improve  the  accommodation 
by  providing  a new  infants’  department  in  the  premises  known  as 
the  “Old  School,”  so  that  the  mixed  school  will  be  enlarged  by 
having  the  present  infants’  department  added  thereto.  This  is  in 
my  opinion  very  necessary.  I have  frequently  gone  into  the  mixed 
school  and  found  the  atmosphere  most  unwholesome,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  persons  in  the  room,  and  have  said  to  the  Head 
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Teacher  I wondered  how  the  teachers  or  the  children  conld  give 
continued  attention  to  scholastic  work  in  such  a stuffy  atmosphere. 

In  the  case  of  the  Parish  Church  of  England  Infants’  School, 
the  premises  have  been  condemned  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
will  be  closed  as  from  March  31st,  next.  The  Managers  have  deci- 
ded to  close  the  Girls’  School  on  March  31st,  1909,  and  propose  to 
continue  a boys’  department  only  after  that  date,  using  the  premises 
now  occupied  by  both  boys  and  girls,  but  in  order  to  allow  this,  the 
Board  of  Education  will  require  considerable  structural  alterations 
in  both  premises. 

Defects  and  Ailments  of  School  Children. — I have 
during  my  visits  at  the  schools,  noted  certain  defects  and  ailments 
of  children  which  needed  medical  attention.  In  many  cases  notices 
have  been  sent  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  children,  pointing 
out  the  necessity  of  the  case  requiring  attention,  and  advising  them 
to  consult  their  doctors.  Verbal  messages  have  also  frequently  been 
sent.  Teachers  frequently  send  similar  messages,  and  in  many  cases 
interview  the  parents. 

Eighty-nine  written  notices  have  been  sent,  comprising  38  for 
defective  sight ; 13  for  deafness ; 38  for  skin  and  other  affections. 

This  work  has  been  appreciated  by  many.  Only  the  other  day 
a parent  of  a scholar  asked  the  School  Attendance  Officer  when  the 
“Doctor”  was  going  to  a certain  school,  as  she  would  like  him  to  see 
her  little  child,  and  if  he  thought  the  child  needed  spectacles,  she 
would  see  to  it. 

Sometimes  however  the  reverse  is  the  case,  as  the  following 
example  shows  : — One  morning  during  the  summer  I was  examining 
young  persons  as  to  their  fitness  for  working  in  factories,  this  being 
one  of  my  duties  as  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon.  A boy  presented 
himself  who  had,  obviously,  very  defective  sight.  I pointed  out  to 
him  the  necessity  of  consulting  a doctor  and  probably  wearing 
spectacles.  His  ansAver  was,  yes  my  father  has  had  two  notices 
from  the  schools  about  it.  On  asking  why  they  hadn’t  given  the 
matter  attention,  the  boy  said  they  didn’t  bother  or  hadnt  time  to 
take  any  notice  of  it.  I therefore  rejected  the  boy  until  his  parents 
saw  fit  to  do  their  duty  towards  their  son,  and  asked  the  Factory 
Bookkeeper  who  was  present  to  tell  the  father  what  had  passed — 
the  father  being  a workman  in  the  same  factory.  On  my  next  visit 
to  the  same  factory,  the  same  boy  presented  himself,  now  wearing 
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spectacles.  He  told  me  that  his  father  had  taken  him  to  the  Brad- 
ford Eye  Hospital  the  day  after  I had  rejected  him.  The  spectacles 
were  prescribed,  and  the  doctor  told  the  boy’s  father  that  if  the 
condition  had  been  neglected  much  longer,  the  boy  would  probably 
have  lost  his  sight. 

I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Memorandum  on  Medical 
Inspection  of  Children  in  Public  Elementary  Schools  under  Section 
13  of  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907.  I can- 
not here  point  out  in  detail  all  its  provisions  but  may  state  that  the 
Medical  Inspection  of  Children  in  the  said  schools  is  now  no  longer 
optional  but  compulsory,  and  applies  to  all  such  schools  in  the 
country.  It  will  necessitate  a great  deal  of  individual  work  on  the 
part  of  the  Inspector  and  should  be  productive  of  much  good.  You 
are  one  of  the  comparatively  few  Authorities  who  have  had  any 
inspection  of  the  children  up  to  date.  In  future  the  examinations 
will  be  of  a detailed  character  and  will  apply  to  all  children — 
defective  or  normal — and  a record  in  writing  will  have  to  be  kept  of 
each  examination.  Properly  carried  out  the  cost  will  not  be  a mere 
item,  but  it  will  have  to  be  faced  by  all  authorities. 

FOOD  AND  DBUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  60  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public 

Analyst  as  under  : 

RESULTS. 

Total  No.  of  No.  of 


Article. 

No. 

Analysed 

Legal 

Samples. 

Informal 

Samples. 

Genuine  Samples. 

Adulterated  Samples 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

New  Milk 

15 

13 

2 

13 

2 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

5 

5 

... 

0 

Machine  Skimmed 
Milk 

10 

2 

8 

2 

8 

Butter 

12 

• . . 

12 

12 

Margarine 

12 

12 

11 

i* 

Flour 

2 

2 

2 

... 

Pepper 

2 

2 

2 

• • • 

Lard 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

Totals 

60 

15 

45 

15 

44 

i 

* This  sample  contained  -6  per  cent,  of  excess  water.  The  Analyst’s  Certificate 
says  : “ On  the  assumption  that  Margarine  should  not  contain  more  water  than  Butter, 
the  sample  consists  of  in  parts  by  weight — 

Margarine,  with  16  per  cent,  of  water  ...  99 '4 

Excess  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ‘6 


No  action  taken. 
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Wholesale  and  Retail  Markets.  - The  markets  are  fre- 
quently inspected  during  the  days  such  markets  are  held,  and  all 
articles  of  food  have  been  carefully  watched. 

The  Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907. — A circular  letter 
was  received  in  December  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  re  this  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1908. 
We  have  no  wholesale  dealers  or  factories  concerned  with  these 
commodities.  The  Board  request  a Local  Authority  to  report  the 
circumstances  to  them  if,  in  the  course  of  sampling  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  it  is  found  that  butter  is  being  retailed  in  their 
district  which  contains  more  than  16  per  cent  of  water,  and  which 
appears  to  have  come  from  a butter  factory  outside  the  district,  or 
to  have  been  imported  from  abroad. 


Registered  Premises. —The  following  table  will  show  the 
number  of  Registered  Premises  within  the  Borough  : — 


Bakehouses 
Slaughter  Houses  . . . 
Triple-boiling  Houses 
Soap-boiling  Houses 
Gut  Scraping  House 
Cowsheds 

Dairies  \ 

Milkshops  / 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


16 

24 

4 

3 

1 

17 

8 

6 


There  is  one  underground  bakehouse  as  compared  with  two  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  premises  have  been  inspected  and  their  general  condition 
noted.  I have  still  to  complain  as  to  the  condition  of  certain  cow- 
sheds as  regards  light,  ventilation,  and  want  of  cleanliness.  How- 
ever progress  can  this  year  again  be  reported.  On  one  farm  a great 
alteration  has  been  made.  The  cows  were  formerly  housed  in  sheds 
which  were  quite  unfit  for  the  purpose  according  to  modern  ideas, 
one  shed  being  a low  lean-to  wooden  erection  without  provision  for 
any  light,  except  what  was  derived  when  the  doors  happened  to  be 
open.  In  the  place  of  these  has  been  erected  a large  well  built 
brick  shed  with  ample  air  space,  and  splendid  flooring,  and  up-to- 
date.  On  another  small  dairy  farm  very  considerable  improvement 
has  been  made  in  one  of  the  sheds ; formerly  it  was  a disgrace,  now 
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there  is  new  flooring,  a re-arrangement  of  the  stalls,  a cess-pool 
which  was  under  a loose  flag  in  the  floor  has  been  filled  np,  and  all 
kinds  of  rubbish  removed.  Unfortunately  when  these  considerable 
improvements  were  taking  place  sufficient  attention  was  not  made 
to  the  lighting  of  the  shed,  the  present  window  in  my  opinion  being 
much  too  small. 

Another  unsatisfactory  shed  is  now  not  in  use,  the  tenant 
having  sold  his  cows. 

The  “Rules  for  Milkers,''  which  is  a small  poster  and  which 
states  what  elementary  rules  should  be  observed  by  the  milkers  with 
respect  to  cleanliness,  are  still  exhibited  in  the  cowsheds. 

The  vessels  used  for  milking  purposes  and  the  storage  of  milk 
are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — I have  visited  the  6 Registered 
Lodging  Houses.  With  respect  to  the  way  in  which  the  rooms  are 
kept  there  is  not  much  to  complain  of.  In  two  cases  I pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  more  thorough  sweeping  of  floors  and  general 
dusting  and  opening  of  windows,  and  in  one  of  the  cases  there  was 
considerable  neglect  in  these  matters. 

In  three  cases  insufficient  attention  was  given  to  the  condition 
of  the  closets,  which  were  fouled.  The  proprietor  in  each  case 
seemed  to  leave  this  matter  to  a “ deputy,”  who  had  neglected  their 
duties. 

With  respect  to  the  structure  of  the  houses,  one  house  calls  for 
remark.  The  ceilings  throughout  are  very  low,  the  light  and 
ventilation  not  being  as  good  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  the  floor  of 
the  sleeping  room  is  very  uneven.  I should  not  advise  a similar 
building  being  registered.  The  particular  house  is,  however,  well 
kept  and  clean. 

Water  Supply. — The  Borough  of  Dewsbury  (along  with  other 
districts)  is  supplied  through  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike 
Waterworks  Board.  The  gathering  ground  is  situate  among  the 
lofty  hills  in  the  Parish  of  Penistone,  distant  about  18  miles  from 
Dewsbury.  There  has  been  no  insufficiency  of  supply.  The 
Analyst  reports  that  it  is  a water  well  suited  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

E 
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The  water  lias  a solvent  action  on  lead  piping.  Although  there 
has  been  no  direct  complaint  to  the  Corporation  with  respect  to 
this  matter  a complaint  has  been  laid  before  the  Waterworks  Board 
by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  Corporation  advise  that  iron 
pipes  be  used  to  convey  water  from  the  mains  to  the  “ domestic 
tap,”  but  it  would  be  better  if  for  the  word  advise  one  could 
substitute  the  word  insist.  During  the  past  year  the  New  Post 
Office  has  been  erected,  also  one  large  house,  in  both  buildings  iron 
pipes  have  been  used  and  also  in  some  new  cottage  property  whilst 
in  certain  other  newly  erected  cottage  property  ordinary  lead  piping 
has  been  laid. 


SANITARY  Inspection. — The  annual  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  shows  that  during  the  year  there  have  been — 

2111  Inspections  of  houses  and  other  premises. 

3166  Re-inspections  „ „ 

1209  Notices  issued  for  sanitary  amendments. 

171  Letters  ,,  ,, 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  reported  during  the  year  was 
1932,  of  these  1902  were  abated,  leaving  30  in  hand  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 


From  the  list  of  notices  I find  that  the  chief  were  : — 


To  abolish  defective  privies... 

,,  ashpits 

,,  manure  pits 

Provide  new  water  closets 
,,  ashpits 

,,  galvanized  iron  receptacles 

,,  trapped  gullies  to  un trapped  drains 

Disconnect  house  sink  waste  pipes  from  drains 
Remove  gullies  and  drains  from  inside  houses 


...  23 
...  19 
...  2 
...  12 
...  7 

...  58 
...101 
...147 
...  4 


The  other  notices  deal  with  the  general  repair  and  cleansing  of 
closets,  ashpits,  drains,  spouts,  etc.  ; the  removal  of  animals  im- 
properly kept ; the  limewashing  of  workshops,  slaughter  houses, 
etc. 


I strongly  advocate  the  substitution  of  iron  receptacles  for  dry 
house  refuse,  in  place  of  ashpits  wherever  possible.  This  insures 
more  frequent  removal  of  house  refuse,  the  former  being  emptied 
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direct  into  the  dust  cart  every  week,  while  in  the  latter  case  it  is 
done  on  an  average  only  once  in  three  weeks,  and  the  refuse  has 
to  be  shovelled  out  on  to  the  ground,  and  then  shovelled  into  the 
cart,  which  means  on  a windy  day  the  dust  must  be  blown  about. 
The  ground  around  ashpits  should  be  properly  paved  or  cemented. 
A certain  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  this  respect,  and  I 
advise  its  continuance.  Many  ashpits  are  large  and  unsightly,  and 
I should  like  to  see  them  reduced  in  size.  In  certain  back  streets 
one  is  struck  by  their  prominence. 

Unpaved  areas  might  well  receive  special  attention.  There  are 
too  many  joint  back  yards  unpaved.  One  hears  complaints  at  times 
of  offensive  street  gullies.  In  hot,  dry  weather,  this  is  sure  to  be 
the  case,  but  they  are  made  much  worse  by  people  emptying  their 
household  slops  into  the  said  gullies  instead  of  down  the  water 
closets. 

In  the  summer  of  1906,  the  residents  of  a certain  street  which 
ends  in  a cul-de-sac,  made  strong  complaints  of  the  offensive  ema- 
nations from  the  shaft  in  the  middle  of  the  street  leading  down  into 
the  sewer.  At  my  request  the  Borough  Surveyor  blocked  up  the 
openings  of  the  shaft  grate,  and  from  the  top  end  of  the  sewer 
connected  a six  inch  iron  pipe  which  was  carried  up  the  outside  of 
some  adjoining  property  to  a height  well  above  the  eaves.  This 
pipe  acts  as  a ventilating  shaft  and  has  been  eminently  satisfactory. 
Under  similar  circumstances  the  same  action  might  be  taken. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Excrement  disposal  is 
almost  entirely  on  the  water  carriage  system.  In  one  small  area, 
which  is  not  sewered  on  account  of  inaccessibility,  the  pail  system 
is  in  vogue,  and  earth  is  mixed  with  the  excreta.  The  pails  are 
emptied  once  a week.  There  is  still  a small  number  of  privies  in 
existence,  which  is  being  reduced,  the  Sanitary  Department  having 
complete  knowledge  of  the  matter. 

The  district  is  systematically  sewered,  rainfall  from  roads  being 
excluded.  Only  one  small  area,  comprising  a few  houses,  is  not  con- 
nected with  the  sewers,  on  account  of  these  being  non-accessible. 

Sewage  is  disposed  of  on  the  Corporation  Sewage  Farm  at 
Mitchell  Laithes.  The  system  adopted  is  intermittent  downward 
filtration.  The  Farm  is  situated  in  a sparsely  populated  locality, 
and  there  have  been  no  complaints  from  the  neighbourhood. 
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DWELLINGS.— Thirty-seven  new  houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  year,  chiefly  being  artisan  dwellings.  From  my  personal 
knowledge,  there  is  a demand  for  a better  class  working  man’s 
home.  I do  not  mean  to  infer  that  there  is  a dearth  of  houses  ; but 
the  houses  erected  thirty  or  forty  years  ago — many  being  back  to 
back  in  long  rows — do  not  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  occu- 
pants themselves,  nor  do  tliej^  reach  the  necessary  standard  which 
modern  hygiene  and  comfort  demand. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— There  are  130  Factories  and 
234  Workshops  on  the  Register. 


Including  the  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
there  have  been  the  following  inspections  : — 


Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Factories  ... 

45 

6 

W orkshops ... 

211 

75 

Totals 

256 

81 

The  number  of  defects  found  and  remedied  is  shown  as 
follows  : — 


Found. 

j Remedied. 

Dirty  ceilings  and  tops  of  workrooms 

37 

37 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  of  passage  ways  and 
staircases 

21 

21 

W ant  of  ventilation 

4 

4 

Insufficient  water  closet  accommodation 

2 

2 

Water  closets  not  separate  from  workroom 

2 

2 

Defective  water  closets  ... 

3 

3 

W ater  closets  not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

Lavatory  waste  pipes  connected  to  drain 

3 

3 

Defective  privy 

1 

1 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse... 

1 

1 

Escape  of  “ dust ” from  factories  ... 

4 

2 

Totals 

80 

78 
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With  respect  to  the  last  item  which  refers  to  the  emission  of 
clust  from  certain  factories,  one  of  the  early  processes  of  treating 
raw  materials  (wool,  rags,  etc.)  is  to  put  them  through  a shaking 
machine  which  effectively  removes  the  “dust.”  This  dust  should  be 
prevented  from  being  distributed  into  the  atmosphere.  It  might 
contain  the  germs  of  disease  and  so  be  the  direct  cause  of  illness. 
Much  material,  especially  rags,  is  subject  to  the  process  of  carbon- 
izing before  shaking,  although  this  process  will  kill  the  disease 
germs  the  dust  eliminated  will  still  act  as  an  irritant. 

Notices  have  been  sent  to  four  firms.  In  one  case  a shaft  led 
direct  from  a shaking  machine  into  the  open  air,  the  firm 
immediately  remedied  the  defect.  In  another  case  the  contrivance 
already  in  use  for  preventing  the  nuisance  was  not  satisfactory,  on 
this  being  pointed  out  to  the  firm  they  immediately  set  to  work  to 
improve  matters.  After  a very  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  at  con- 
siderable expense  the  defect  was  remedied.  I must  sav  that  these 
firms,  without  the  slightest  demur,  did  their  utmost  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  notices  served  on  them. 

In  two  cases  the  conditions  are  still  under  observation.  As 
they  are  factories  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Act,  the  matter  with  respect  to  one  of  them  has  been 
referred  to  the  Inspector  of  Factories.  The  other  case  will  probably 
be  referred  to  him. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1890, 
is  in  force  in  the  District,  the  standard  adopted  being  1 closet  for 
every  20  persons  employed,  and  separate  ones  for  the  two  sexes. 

Home  Work  Order. — Only  one  list  of  Home  Workers  has 
been  received,  and  this  comprised  only  one  Home  Worker,  the  work 
being  the  making  of  wearing  apparel.  The  premises  were  visited 
and  found  satisfactory.  No  addresses  of  out  workers  were  received 
from  other  Councils.  For  the  previous  year  six  lists  were  received, 
so  that  five  firms  have  ceased  employing  Home  Workers.  This  has 
been  verified  by  official  visits.  I think  there  may  be  firms  who 
have  not  complied  with  the  Home  Work  Order,  and  enquiries  will 
be  made  with  respect  to  this  matter. 
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Of  the  234  Registered  Workshops  there  were — 

W orkshop  Bakehouses 
Rag  Sorting  Workshops 
Boot  Repairing  „ 

Others 


...  18 
...  58 
. ..  39 
...  119 


There  is  one  more  bakehouse  than  last  year,  and  there  is  one 
underground  bakehouse  for  which  a certificate  has  been  granted. 

A list  of  eight  workshops,  wherein  was  not  affixed  the  Abstract 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  was  sent  to  the  Factory 
Inspector. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLES. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during'  1907  and  previous  years.  DEWSBURY  M.B. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  ...  1,1 35. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901  ...  ...  28,060. 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses  do.  do.  ...  ...  6,642. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse,  do.  ...  ...  4*2. 
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I. 

Institutions  within  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  in  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in 
the  District. 

Dewsbury  Union  Work- 

West  Riding  Lunatic 

Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

house. 

Asylum. 

Dewsbury  and  District 

Yorkshire  Institute  for 

General  Infirmary. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. 
Dewsbury  Joint  Hos- 
pital Board. 

TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  in  1907  and  previous  years. 


Dewsbury  M.B. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
Yea; 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths 

at 

all  Ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1897 

28699 

811 

618 

164 

1898 

28526 

705 

574 

125 

1899 

28353 

670 

514 

111 

1900 

28180 

655 

554 

154 

1901 

28017 

689 

562 

122 

1902 

27844 

635 

504 

87 

1903 

27673 

660 

527 

124 

1904 

27502 

671 

570 

111 

1905 

27333 

653 

522 

126 

1906 

27255 

639 

497 

109 

Averages  i 
of  years 

27938 

678 

544 

123 

1897-1906  ) 

1907 

27118 

59  2 

492 

91 

F 
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TABLE  III . 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1907. 

Dewsbury  M.B. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

f s • 

C$  4-3 
-+->  O 

• f—>  • rH 

PL, 
cn  So 
cn  zl  rn 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At 

At  Ages 

—Years. 

No.  of  Cas< 

Removed  to  He 

from  Whole  Di; 

all 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards 

Small-pox 

• . . 

• • • 

i ... 

• • « 

Cholera 

, , 

• t » 

• • • 

. 

• • • 

... 

• • ♦ 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

17 

1 

3 

10 

1 

2 

• • * 

1 

Erysipelas 

16 

2 

• • • 

• • 

1 

12 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

65 

19 

40 

4 

2 

52 

Typhus  Fever 

. . 

1 

•• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Enteric  Fever 

22 

2 

2 

b 

12 

10 

Relapsing  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Continued  Fever 

• • • 

e • • 

t * * 

• • • 

• • • 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• e • 

Plague 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

• « 6 

Chicken-pox 

• • • 

• ♦ • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • ♦ 

• ® • 

Totals 

122 

3 

j 

24 

52 

13 

29 

1 

63 

43 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  year,  1907. 

Dewsbury  M.B. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  in 
beyond  the  District. 

or 

C/5 

^ d d 
^ <d 
^ rd  w 

S 

Causes  of  Death. 

A1  ] ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

— 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Total  Deaths  whetl 

Residents  or  “Non-Re 

in  Public  Institutic 

the  District. 

8 in  all-pox 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Measles 

lb 

2 

11 

2 

• • • 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 

... 

3 

1 

• • • 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  (including  Mein- 

1 

... 

1 

. . . 

• • • 

branous  Croup) 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

Croup 

• ••  ••• 

... 

. . . 

• . . 

• • • 

' Typhus 

• • • 

• . • 

. . . 

. . . 

Fever  - 

Enteric 

... 

3 

• • • 

3 

1 

1 

Other  continued 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

• • • 

13 

• • • 

1 

6 

6 

3 

Cholera 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

Plague 

• ••  •••  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • . 

• . • 

Diarrhoea 

... 

8 

6 

2 

• • • 

1 

Enteritis 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Puerperal  Fever 

• « • 

1 

• . • 

I 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

culosis) 

• • • 

38 

2 

2 

2 

6 

25 

1 

12 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

• • • 

11 

• • • 

6 

2 

• • * 

2 

1 

2 

Cancer, 

Malignant  Disease 

• • * 

30 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

19 

11 

7 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

53 

12 

6 

• • • 

1 

20 

14 

12 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

50 

12 

15 

2 

l 

15 

5 

5 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Organs 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

1 

• • • 

Venereal  Diseases 

• • • 

3 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

5 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

of 

18 

18 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Parturition  ... 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

42 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

29 

12 

11 

Accidents 

• • • 

10 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

6 

2 

14 

Suicides 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

# * 

1 

All  other  causes 

179 

37 

11 

5 

3 

63 

60 

98 

All  causps 

• • • 

492 

91 

59 

16 

14 

198 

114 

176 

44 


TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


A 

I 

<D 

f rH 

• 

3 • - 

Cause  or  Death. 

rH 

<v 

nd 

GO 

44 

CD 

CD 

£ 

GQ 

44 

CD 
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CO 
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CD 
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'otal  und( 

1 Month. 
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Pi 
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CO 
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r— 1 

-4-3 

Pi 
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at 
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-d 

+0 

0 

rH 

PP 

4-3 
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OJ 

rP  i— 

+5  ci 
aj  a>  t 

P^ 

c3 

Pi 

► -V 

■ 

CO 

r 

Cl 

CO 

kO 

CO 

00 

05 

O 

rH 

1 

rH 

1 

l — - 

rH 

cu 

CO 
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I — 1 

A 

CO 

1 

1 

uo 

1 

CO 

B 

1 

©0 
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Oi 

0 

rH 

rH 

rH 

EH  0 

P 

All  ( Certified 

Causes,  j Uncertified 

23 

5 

2 

4 

j 34 

1 15 

i 6 

1 . . . 

3 

3 

2 

5 

i ... 

■ 

1 

8 

5 

... 

3 

2 

1 5 

91 

Small-pox 

fi 

1 

- & . 

Chicken-pox 

i 

ii 

* * * 

• * * 

. . . 

... 

••• 

... 

o o a> 

Measles  . . . 

| 

' 

« * . 

* • • 

. . . 

*y 

... 

... 

. . ♦ 

. . . 

i-s  1- 
!«§.a 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

| ••• 

... 

•• 

... 

1 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

2 

Membranous  Croup) 

' Whooping  Cough 

... 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 a> 

f Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis,  Muco-enteri- 

••• 

... 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

f 2 

re  cs 

P o 

tis,  Gastro-  enteritis  .. 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  Gastro-Intes- 
' final  Catarrh  .. 

. . . 

• • * 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

P A 

... 

1 

1 

, , , 

1 

3 

/ Premature  Birth 

14 

1 

1 

16 

2 

18 

Congenital  Defects 

2 

. 2 

1 

. . • 

* • • 

. . . 

... 

... 

Pi  <D 

T4  cc 

Injury  at  Birth  .. 

, 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

••• 

3 

1 ® 1 

Want  of  Breast  Milk, 

* * • 

. . . 

... 

... 

g-2  I 

Starvation 

1 

^P  1 

Atrophy,  Debility 

* * • 

* * • 

. . • 

. . • 

* * • 

... 

1 

l Marasmus 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

6 

3 

1 

. . . 

1 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

19 

• 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis : 

* * * 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

... 

... 

... 

gO  C 03  J 
hP  i — ! <D  \ 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

1 

Other  Tuberculous 

* * * 

* * • 

• * * 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

P 

Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

2 

" Erysipelas  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Syphilis...  

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

; 

... 

• 

Pickets  ... 

... 

• . . 

. . . 

... 

<v 

w 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 

i 

... 

. . . 

...  | 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

i 

U 

culous) 

1 

1 

pm 

s 

,d 

-+0 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

2 

1 

... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

”2 

... 

1 

1 

...  j 

1 1 

1 

- 

"i 

2 

"i 

"i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

12 

o 

Pneumonia 

I 

i 

9 

... 

1 

... 

... 

12 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

... 

j 1 

2 1 

2 

1 

2 

^ Other  Causes  ... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

i 

. . . 

. . 

. . * 

"4 

T otals  

23 

5 

2 

4 

34 

15 

6 

3 

3 

2 1 

5 1 

8 

5 

3 

2 1 

5 

91 

District  (or  sub-division)  of  Dewsbury. 

Population  (estimated  to  the  middle  of  1907)  27,118. 

Births  in  the  year  j J[fghnate  If  of  j “fonts 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  492. 


